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following (which I learned recently from Peter Rogan): «It is sometimes possible to ask a

question which has no answer, or at least, no one answer. It is sometimes possible to ask a
question which will throw no light on the subject under discussion (which will, it seems,
merely confuse things). And it is sometimes possible to ask a question which will throw
light on the subject under discussion, even though the question will involve some of the

more interesting and questionable aspects of the subject. The last type of question, I have
called the question whose answer serves to illuminate; it is sometimes possible to ask a

question whose answer serves to illuminate even though there is no answer to the question.
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The last kind of question is always fun to ask, and especially fun to ask a famous person to
ask. A famous person has all the time in the world and has nothing to lose, as is the rule of
his trade. Also, he is usually so delighted to be asked to ask that his contribution to the
proceedings of the society will be an enlivening and enlightening one. The most difficult
thing to do is to ask somebody a question which has no answer, or, at least, which will
throw no light on the 333713323
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